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ack in the sixties, every July, my mum and dad would 
make up two beds on the back seat of their Ford Zephyr 

for my sister and me to ‘sleep’ on, and, in the dead of night, we 
would drive across London and head off down through Hamp-
shire, Wiltshire and Devon to glorious Cornwall for our annual 
summer holiday. The excitement was unbearable! 

The idea was that Michèle and I would sleep soundly for at least 
seven hours, by which time we would be comfortably near our 
destination, the little cove of Millendreath, and, although tired, 
my parents would not have had to endure the sclerotic daytime 
traffic and the interminable calls of, “Are we there yet?” from 
the back seat. 

Well, as always, the parental plans were only half successful! 
We knew that we were supposed to be asleep but with our hearts 
pounding and our imaginations racing with thoughts of golden beaches to play on, endless scary two foot waves to surf in, treach-
erous cliffs to climb, rock pools to go crabbing in and a constant supply of scones with strawberry jam and clotted cream, sleep 
was well nigh impossible! 

For me, part of the problem was my fascination with, and eagerness to see, the great ‘Corn  Wall’ (in England corn is wheat) 
which we somehow had to get across in order to reach the cornucopia of pleasures that awaited us. In my small boy’s mind, the 
‘Corn Wall’ had taken on mythical status......as long as the Great Wall and as much a barrier between the grim world and the world 
of fun as the Berlin Wall, both of which my dad had informed me of from his travels abroad. What did this strange wall made of 
wheat look like? Perhaps, an endless line of enormous haystacks or a mountain of loose wheat, piled like gravel in the builder’s 
yard, or maybe just a line of wheatsheafs, like on the pub sign back home. 

Inevitably, after several hours of trying not to make a 
sound - while sneaking furtive glances through the car’s 
side windows, like an intrepid soldier peering over the 
trenches - I would finally succumb to sleep and never got 
to see that mysterious ‘Corn Wall’ or show my hand-
made passport to the border police, who, by the way, 
only allowed the very best behaved children to cross 
over to their land of an infinity of fun!  So, when June 
asked me a few months ago if I would lead a tour there 
this coming summer, a child’s voice called out, “Hooray, 
another chance to hunt down that pesky wall”! 

We are going to need all the help we can get! So why not 
join us on the hunt for the great Corn Wall this summer? 
There’s no guarantee that we will find it but the fun will 
be in the searching! There are only two conditions, your 
eyes must be peeled at all times and no shouting out, 
“Are we there yet?”

Hoping to see you in Windsor on June the 23rd!

   Gavin.

In Search of the Corn Wall

Adventures in the West Country
Designed for June Brown & Friends

The cost of this itinerary, per person, double occupancy is:

 Land only (no airfare included): $4360
 Single supplement:  $780

Airfares are available from many U.S. cities. Please call for details.

The following services are included:
 Hotels:         12 nights accommodation in hand-picked hotels. 
  All hotel taxes and service charges included. 
 Coaching:     All ground transportation as detailed in the itinerary. 
 Meals:          Full breakfast daily, 6 dinners.
 Guides:         Services of Gavin Miller as your Discover Europe 
  driver/guide throughout. 
 Expenses:      Porterage of one large suitcase per person. 
 Entrances:     Entrance fees to all sites included in the itinerary. 
 

Please Note: Travel Insurance is not included with this tour.
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Saturday, June 20th.  Departure from your chosen US gateway for the optional 2 day 
pre-trip extension in Windsor.   Overnight: Plane

Sunday, June 21st.  Arrivals at London Heathrow Airport will be met for the transfer to 
the Castle hotel.  The rest of the day is free to unpack and relax.  Overnight: Windsor

Monday, June 22nd.  A completely free day in Windsor.  (B)  Overnight: Windsor

Tuesday, June 23rd.  Our tour guide and driver, Gavin Miller arrives at the hotel this 
morning.  Leaving Windsor, we begin our adventure by stepping into the world of cos-
tume drama - well, the backdrop at any rate - with a stop at Highclere Castle, the setting 
for Downton Abbey. Unfortunately the castle is not open to the public at all in June, so 
we won’t be able to go inside. fter lunch at a country pub, we will enjoy an insight into 

the world of 18th century social division: a visit to the fabulous Arcadian/Claudian fantasy, Stourhead Garden - flagship garden of the National 
Trust. Bankers by trade, the Hoare family developed this earthly paradise with the help of countless poorly paid “navies” who were instructed 
to ‘re-landscape’ - equipped only with shovels and wheelbarrows - hundreds of acres of this bucolic corner of Wiltshire. Continuing southwest, 
we’ll arrive in the late afternoon at our country hideaway, Mill End, on the edge of Dartmoor National Park.  (B, D)  Overnight: Mill End

Wednesday, June 24th.  A gentle day of local exploration will take us in the morning to Castle Drogo, set high above the Teign gorge. A retiree 
at thirty-three, the margarine magnate Julius Drewe, stumbled over an ancestral line circuitously linking him to a Norman baron. Inspired with 
the knowledge that he had blue blood coursing through his veins, he contacted Sir Edwin Lutyens and together they created an extraordinary 
castle home which fuses the grandest of medieval gothic with all the ease of modern living.  Free time this afternoon will give the adventurous 
the chance to stride out over the heather strewn vastness of Dartmoor. Rising up out of the boggy wilderness are rugged, granite ‘Tors’ around 
which are scattered the remnants of Stone Age settlements. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle suggests, “If you were to meet a skin-clad, hairy man, you 
would feel that his presence there was more natural than your own.” This evening, perhaps a stroll into Chagford, no doubt accompanied by that 
‘hound’ you picked up on the moor, for dinner at the ancient Three Crowns inn.  (B)  Overnight: Mill End

Thursday, June 25th.  Heading up to the north Devon coast, we will stop at the charming 
Cherubeer hamlet, set in quintessential rolling Devon farmland. The owners open their gardens 
to private viewing under the National Garden Scheme. There will be time to wander the gardens 
and talk to the owners. As well as advice on herbaceous perennials or the precarious business of 
maintaining a bog garden, we may be offered tea and biscuits. Please accept! It’s not the English 
way to decline!  Westward Ho! Clovelly snuggles under its cliff wall not unlike a limpet under 
a rock. Battered and bruised by the sea, its fourteenth-century jetty still provides shelter for the 
fishing boats which ply the turbulent Atlantic waters for crab and mackerel between the coast 
and Lundy Isle. Dickens was impressed, as was Charles Kingsley, I imagine you will be too!   
After a fisherman’s lunch, we will head out towards Hartland Point and take a walk along the 
cliff tops. Views of saw-toothed rocks, spectacular waterfalls tumbling over the cliffs and lonely, 
puffin shrouded Lundy Isle out on the horizon, will guarantee a feeling of well being once we 
return to the soothing comfort of Devon’s rolling, cow clad hills! What could possibly make the 
day better?  “Anyone for Cream Tea?” Our last stop then will be Wick Farm where we can sink 
our jaws into the delights of scones laden and lashed with cream and jam. Tonight we will enjoy 
a free evening, either at the hotel or in nearby Moretonhampstead.  (B)  Overnight: Mill End

Friday, June 26th.  South to the “English Riviera”. Skirting the home of Fawlty Towers, the 
sadly spoiled Torquay, and the chance to have our car’s hood thrashed by a Basil-inspired, tourist-despising yokel, we will continue south to a 
stretch of coast which can more appropriately claim the sobriquet “Riviera.” Set among some of the most exotic gardens to be found in Britain, 
lies tranquil Coleton Fishacre, home to the D’Oyly Carte family - theatrical impresarios who lived at the centre of the 1920s’ Jazz Age. We will 
visit the beautifully restored house and take in the sublime coastal views before crossing the river Dart, by ferry, to the ancient naval port of 
Dartmouth. Home to the Royal Naval College, Dartmouth has thrived as a deep water port since Norman times. Perhaps a ramble through the 
alleys and side streets, which ooze old world maritime charm, and a visit to the small museum. Turning inland, we will call by Buckfast Abbey. 
Possibly founded by King Canute a thousand years ago, Buckfast was destroyed after the Dissolution but eventually rebuilt at the beginning of 
the 20th century by only six Benedictine monks! As an example of human endeavour, tenacity and faith it is truly extraordinary. This evening, 
dinner will be within the relaxing comfort of the hotel.  (B, D)  Overnight: Mill End

Saturday, June 27th.  “It never did me any harm!” exclaims Doc Martin when referring to be-
ing locked for days in the cupboard under the stairs by his mother. The subsequent personality 
that this salutary experience helped create has so far brought to our TV screens six series, with 
another being filmed in 2015. Port Isaac is the real life Portwenn and it is here that we shall head 
this morning. On our way there, a brief detour will take us to the home of another character with 
a dubious mother, Tintagel Castle, birthplace of King Arthur. Set proud on a rocky headland, de-
tached from the mainland, Tintagel instantly inspires images of knights, magicians and phantoms 
shrouded in mist or dripping with sea spray. Arthur’s mother, by the way, was Ygraine! Portwenn, 
on the contrary, is as snug and protected as Tintagel is exposed. A walk down the high street will 
take us past Louisa’s primary school and the pharmacy with the smitten chemist. On the far side 
of the harbor stands Doc Martin’s surgery. Lunch in a smuggler’s inn will prepare us for our after-
noon journey south to the ‘toenail’ of Britain and the heartland of toothless pirates and heartless 
wreckers! Remember, eyes peeled for that great Corn Wall! Dinner tonight will be at our hotel, in 
the charming little port of Mousehole. (B, D)  Overnight: The Old Coastguard

Sunday, June 28th.  Today is June’s day!  As you all know, June is a local girl from Falmouth. 
Although constantly threatened by the ravages of World War II, June remembers much of her 

Dartmoor



childhood as an idyllic time. An age when life was simpler and occasional pleasures all the more sweet.  Today we have the chance and privilege to 
be taken down June’s very special memory lane. Visits with friends and family will be interspersed, no doubt, with stories of the past and sightings of 
childhood events and places.........maybe the wooden stile over which her first kiss was stolen!  Dinner this evening will be wherever this lane leads 
us! (B)  Overnight: The Old Coastguard

Monday, June 29th.  St. Michael, warrior against evil and temptation (I imagine women are included in the latter) is also the patron saint of high 
places, so it is not surprising that the rocky island, set a few hundred yards off Marazion Bay, was the site for a vision of the old rogue by fishermen 
in distress. The first chapel was built in the fifth century, later expanded to accommodate an abbey, and eventually transformed into a home for the lo-
cal St Aubyn family. A short boat ride (don’t worry Arky, it’s only 3 minutes!) will take us out to this heavenly spot. This afternoon, we will cross the 
Cornish peninsular to St Ives. Once a centre for the pilchard fishing industry - the stench was so powerful it could stop the church clock! - it has more 
recently been associated with the artists and writers of the Bloomsbury Set. During the second half of the twentieth century, St Ives became a recog-
nized artists’ colony. We will walk the promenade, perhaps buy a Cornish ice cream, which will promptly be eaten by a swooping seagull, and visit 
the home of Barbara Hepworth, England’s most celebrated sculptress. This evening we will attend a performance at the Minnack theatre. The creation 
of the very private eccentric, Rowena Cade, this spectacular open-air theatre is perched above the rocks with a jaw dropping backdrop of Porthcurno 
bay.  (B)  Overnight: The Old Coastguard

Tuesday, June 30th.  Today is a free day. Time to enjoy the hotel and its gardens and the tiny village of Mousehole or take an optional trip by heli-
copter to the Isles of Scilly (supplement). The Scilly Isles are one of the sunniest spots of the British Isles. Known for their temperate climate, they 
are an ideal region for growing plants and flowers, indeed there is an abundance of wild flowers along every hedgerow and down every pathway. Free 
of traffic and the detritus of other tourist spots, they can easily be compared to the Western Isles, where we were last year, or Sark, in the Channel 
Islands. Landing on St Mary’s, we will have time to stroll out to Porthcressa bay, visit the museum in Hugh Town and have lunch. The more adven-
turous may wish to take a short boat ride across to Tresco, which is even further removed from the modern world and retains an enjoyably private and 
privileged air. Dinner this evening will be at the hotel.  (B, D)   Overnight:  The Old Coastguard

Wednesday, July 1st.  This morning, taking with us a healthy, fresh-cheeked Cornish glow, we begin our journey home. Plenty of stops along the 
way though to break the journey. Firstly, a pause to see where your story began - The Mayflower Steps in Sutton Harbor, Plymouth. Unbelievably, it 
is only four long life times - slightly short of four hundred years - since those intrepid ‘freedom searchers’ set off on their epic voyage. Next, we will 
pay a visit to Montacute House. A masterpiece of Elizabethan Renaissance architecture, Montacute, with its walls of glass, glowing, honey coloured 
stone and elaborate gardens is, in contemporary American vernacular, simply ‘awesome’. Used as a location in many film and television productions, 
it has most recently been used in the BBC production of Wolf Hall.  We will continue to wend our way through the lovely Somerset and Wiltshire 
countryside, then, as the shadows lengthen across the surrounding fields of ripening wheat, we will reach our rest stop for the night, the delightful 
Beckford Arms. Dinner will be at the hotel.  (B, D)  Overnight:  The Beckford Arms

Thursday, July 2nd.  Up onto Salisbury plain for a morning look at Stonehenge. It has recently 
been discovered that the famous henge lies at the centre of a much more complex and developed 
area of prehistoric activity than previously thought. There will be time to circle the stones and 
enjoy the delights of the new visitor centre well before the ‘great unwashed’ arrive in their tour 
buses from London! South to Salisbury to visit the Cathedral. Remarkably, the cathedral was 
built in only forty years, which explains its uniform style. Over the centuries, it has been end-
lessly painted, photograph and filmed, and, with its magnificent spire - the tallest in the coun-
try - it stands as an iconic symbol of Englishness. Our last stop will be Chawton, home to Jane 
Austen between 1809 and 1817. Here, she wrote or revised all her six books, including Sense 
and Sensibility and Pride and Prejudice. Returning to Windsor, we will enjoy our farewell dinner 
at the Oakley Court hotel.  (B, D)   Overnight:  Windsor

Friday, July 3rd.  Morning transfers to Heathrow Airport for return flights to the US. (B)   
Overnight:  Home

The undersigned has read the tour itinerary and recognizes and accepts any risk 
inherent therein.  The undersigned also understands and hereby agrees for and 
on behalf of his/her dependents, heirs, executors, administrators and assigns 
to abide by the conditions set forth in the terms and conditions listed in this 
brochure and to release and hold harmless Discover Europe Ltd and any of their 
officers, trustees, agents, licensees, or representatives, from any and all liability 
for delays, injuries, or death or for the loss of or damage to his/her property 
however occurring during any portion of, or in relation to, the tour. 

Signatures:

I have read and agree to the Terms & Conditions:

Signature: _________________________________ Date: ____________________

Signature: ________________________________ Date: ___________________

Flight Information:  
 
Would you like Discover Europe to book your flights:      Yes / No

Departure City: _______________  Travel Dates: ______________________

Flight details (if self-arranged)________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Rooming Requirements:

Please indicate either A. or B. below.

  A. q  I will be sharing with: __________________________________

We would like a double __  twin ___  bedded room

(Note: a double room has one large bed, a twin room has two separate beds).

  B. q  I would like a single room (supplement applies)

Registration Form:  In Search of the Corn Wall

Key to included meals: B - breakfast, D - dinnerStonehenge



Passenger Details:

Name(s): 1. ______________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

City: ____________________________ State: ________ Zip: _______________

Home Telephone: (__________)______________________________________

Work /Cell Telephone: (__________)___________________________________

e-mail: _________________________________________________________

Date(s) of Birth: 1.______________________ 2. ______________________

Passport #:1._____________________Exp. Date:__________________ 

Passport #:2.______________________Exp. Date:___________________ 

Special Dietary Requirements: _________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Health Information: _________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Emergency Contact Name: ____________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________

City: _____________________________ State: ________ Zip: ________________

Country: _________________________________________________________

Home Telephone: (_______)_________________________

Work/Cell Telephone: (_______)______________________

Registration Form:  In Search of the Corn Wall

Continued
overleaf

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:
1. Make checks payable to DISCOVER EUROPE, LTD.
2. Detach the bottom section and mail it to Discover Europe with your registration payment of $500 per person. 
The remaining balance will be billed and payable 60 days prior to trip departure.
3. Please make sure that your name appears on this form exactly as it does on your passport.

TERMS & CONDITIONS:
Registration and payment waive and release Discover Europe, Ltd., their affiliates, directors, officers, employees, including any person or entity employed or utilized by 
them, from all claims arising from any injury, loss, damage, accident, delay or expense resulting from events beyond their control, including, without limitation: natural 
disasters, war, strikes, incidents of politically-motivated violence, sickness or quarantine, government restrictions or regulations, and in the absence of its own gross 
negligence, arising from the use of any vehicle or from any act of omission by any bus or car rental agency, airline, taxi or tour service, hotel, restaurant, or other firm, 
agency, company or individual.

TOUR COST ADJUSTMENTS:
Discover Europe makes every effort to guarantee that the published cost of your chosen tour will not change - in fact we have not had to invoke this clause in the con-
tract in 10 years of operation. However we do reserve the right to make adjustments in the following circumstances:
1.  Exchange rates. Should the value of the dollar fall against the currency of the countries visited on your tour by more than 10% in the year prior to trip departure.
2. Group size.  Your tour has been based on a group size of 8 participants.  Should we end up with less than this number, Discover Europe will work with the group 
organizer to determine a course of action which will involve either paying a surcharge to keep the tour as is, or making adjustments to the tour in order to keep the cost 
the same.

REFUND POLICY:
1. Participants who withdraw more than 90 days prior to tour departure will receive a refund of all monies received by Discover Europe, Ltd., less a $200 per person 
cancellation penalty.
2. Participants who withdraw less than 90 days prior to the day of departure will receive a refund of all monies received by Discover Europe, Ltd., less the following 
cancellation penalties:
 90 - 61 days prior to departure: $1000 per person
 Less than 61 days prior to departure: No refund
3. These cancellation penalty amounts do not include any airfares purchased on your behalf by Discover Europe Ltd.  Note that the least expensive airfares are usually 
non-refundable. Refunds for airline tickets will be handled separately from the refund of the land tour package
4. Travel insurance is NOT included in your tour package, Discover Europe Ltd., strongly advises that you purchase coverage for your upcoming trip. Information 
describing the services of a recommended travel insurance company will be included with your reservation confirmation package mailing.
5. All cancellation requests must be received in writing (mail or e-mail).
6. There is no provision for refund for any activities missed due to the participant’s absence from the day of departure onwards (although certain situations may be 
covered under the trip interruption/travel delay insurance provided).

FLIGHT INFORMATION:
1. Discover Europe will be very happy to book your flights for you.  The fee for this service is $25 per ticket.
2.  If you are arranging your own flights to join the tour, it is essential that Discover Europe has your complete flight information. Please make sure you give us the 
following: dates of travel, airline(s), flight numbers, departure and arrival airports and departure and arrival times for all flight segments that you have booked.  Note: if 
you have booked your own flights, the cost of these will not be covered under the travel insurance included with your trip. 

INCLUSIONS & EXCLUSIONS:
1. All inclusions on In Search of the Corn Wall are listed on this itinerary.
2. The following are not included (unless specifically mentioned in the itinerary): transportation to and from the participant’s home to their departure airport, passport 
fees, excess baggage charges, gratuities to tour guides and coach drivers, and items of a personal nature.

Registration, Terms & Conditions


