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September 11th - 25th 2017
Dear Bryn Mawr Travelers,

Few cultures have had such staying power in our 
collective imagination as that of ancient Greece. We 
invite you to experience first hand the scenic, geo-
graphic, and archaeological settings for Greek myths, 
literature, and history, with bright sun, grey crags and 
blue sea. Tales of Odysseus and his ten-year voyage 
to reunite with his wife and son; the twelve labors of 
Herakles; and the dramatic accounts of Agamemnon and his line – all continue to resonate millennia later. Figures from 
history such as Leonidas and his 300 Spartans at Thermopylae: Perikles and the politics of Athenian democracy; and Aris-
totle’s most famous student, Alexander the Great, are all alive in both texts and terrain, in ancient writers and structures still 
standing.  

Our archaeological tour of Greece’s mainland will trace the history and culture of Greece from prehistoric eras through 
its Classical Greek and Roman ages, to the Byzantine Empire, to the present day. Our trip will begin in Athens, circle the 
Peloponnese from Corinth to Sparta to Olympia, tour Apollo’s oracular site of Delphi, and then head north to Alexander’s 
territory with a stop at Greece’s most spectacular geological formation, the stunning site of Meteora, before concluding at 
the crossroads city of Thessalonike. Throughout we’ll hike, eat, drink, eat some more, and enjoy Greek hospitality as we 
explore well-known sites such as Athens’ Acropolis and Mycenae, Olympia and Delphi, plus fascinating, less familiar mon-
uments such as the Palace of Nestor at Pylos and the Tomb of Philip II, father of Alexander. 

For generations, Bryn Mawr scholars and students have had a close engagement with Classical antiquity, from Greek hymns 
in the Cloisters to advanced academic research in the Mediterranean. I hope you will continue that engagement by joining 
us on this in-depth trip through Greece.

Best regards,

Mary Berg Hollinshead ’69, Ph.D. ‘79

     Agamemnon to Alexander

The cost of this itinerary, per person, double occupancy is:
 Land only    $3995
 Single supplement    $  980

Airfares are available from many U.S. departure cities. Please call for details.

The following services are included:

Hotels:     13 nights’ accommodation in first-class hotels, including hotel   
  taxes and service charges  
Coaching:  All ground transportation as detailed in the itinerary
Meals:         Breakfast daily, 8 dinners
Guides:        Bryn Mawr host and Discover Europe tour director throughout,  
  local guides for sightseeing and excursions as required
Expenses:     Porterage of one large suitcase per person
Entrances:  Entrance fees to all sites featured in the itinerary

Please Note: Travel insurance is not included in the program fees. Bryn Mawr will be 
sending pertinent information on travel insurance on receipt of  your registration. 



Monday, September 11th - Evening departure from 
your chosen US gateway city. Overnight: Plane

Tuesday, September 12th - Your morning arrival in 
Athens will be met for the transfer to our city-center 
hotel.  Time permitting, this afternoon there will be a 
short walk around the Plaka, at the base of the Acrop-
olis, right outside our hotel, to orient you to the city.  
Later, after time to unpack and rest up from the overnight 
flight, there will a reception followed by dinner.  (D)   
                                                     Overnight: Athens

Wednesday, September 13th - Our day will start with a visit to the Acrop-
olis, the main site of Classical Athens crowned by the Parthenon and with 
wonderful views over the ancient center of the city.  From here we will 
visit the fabulous new Acropolis Museum – both are a short walk from our 
hotel. The afternoon is free to take a leisurely lunch and to wander through 
the Plaka, the old part of the city with narrow winding streets bursting with 
stores and cafes. This evening we can attend a dance performance at the 
Dora Stratou garden theatre on neighboring Philopappou Hill (schedule 
permitting).  (B)                         Overnight: Athens

Thursday, September 14th - This morning we will have a guided visit to 
the National Archaeological Museum, repository of many of the treasures 
from the Mycenaean and Classical periods. It’s a short drive along the coast 
of the Saronic Gulf, passing the island of Salamis to ancient Corinth. We’ll 
break for lunch and then gather again to tour the excavations of what was 
once called “the wickedest city on earth,” and see the spot where St. Paul 
was arrested! Heading south from Corinth, through Nemea, we arrive in 
the Argolid and our hotel in the beautiful city of Nafplion, the first capital 
of modern Greece.  Dinner is included this evening. (B, D) 
        Overnight: Nafplion

Friday, September 15th - This morning we visit Mycenae, excavated 
first in 1876 by Schliemann, who found the fabulously rich royal graves. 
This was the home of Agamemnon, of Trojan War fame, and his Lion 
Gate is still here, just as 
Homer described it.  We’ll 
also make a brief stop at 
Tiryns, traditionally the 
home of Heracles, before 
returning to Nafplion for 
a free afternoon.  You can 
wander the pedestrian 
streets with their exqui-
site Venetian architecture 
or perhaps explore Naf-
plion’s Venetian fortress, 
the Palamidi. Late this 
afternoon we will visit the 
beautiful site of Epidavros.  The ancient theatre was excavated about 100 
years ago and is still in regular use for Classical Drama. The rest of the large 
site forms the Aesclepium, the world’s first hospital, and the museum has a 
collection of early medical instruments.  We’ll stop for dinner on the way 
back to Nafplion. (B, D)        Overnight: Nafplion

Saturday, September 16th - From Nafplion we continue south through 
the Peloponnese and the region of Arcadia to Sparta, the legendary home of 
Helen.  Here we will visit the excavations of a recently discovered Myce-
naean-era palace just to the west of the modern city.  After a break for lunch, 
we’ll continue to the Byzantine monastery of Mistras for a visit.  We then 
drive to the west coast of the Peloponnese to our beachfront hotel at Kalo 
Nero.  Dinner is included this evening. (B, D)    Overnight: Kalo Nero

Sunday, September 17th - Our first visit today will be to “sandy” Pylos 
and the Palace of Nestor, site of the largest find of Linear B tablets to date.  
From here a short drive brings us to the picturesque port of Methoni.  We’ll 
have time for lunch and then a visit to the Venetian castle that dominates 
the harbor.  We’ll return to Kalo Nero for a free evening. (B) 
        Overnight: Kalo Nero 

Monday, September 18th - An excursion today inland 
brings us to Olympia, in the ancient region of Elis.  The 

sanctuary here is famous as the site of the original 
Olympic Games, first recorded in 776 BCE and held 
almost continuously every 4 years for 1000 years.  
We’ll explore the site and then return to Kalo Nero 

mid-afternoon for free time to enjoy the beach and 
explore the town. (B) Overnight: Kalo Nero

Tuesday, September 19th - This morning we follow the coast 
north along the Ionian Sea to the city of Patras.  We’ll cross the Gulf of 
Corinth on the new suspension bridge and continue along the north side 
of the Gulf and on up into the mountains to Delphi, where dinner awaits 
us at our hotel.  On the way we’ll stop as serendipity and circumstance 
allow – perhaps at Kastro with its Venetian fortress, Chlemoutsi Castle, or 
the beautiful little town of Nafpaktos, site of the battle of Lepanto. Dinner 
is included this evening.  (B, D)                 Overnight: Delphi

Wednesday, September 20th - This morning we explore Delphi, home of 
the famous Oracle, and considered by the ancient Greeks to be the center 
of the world. This is a large site covering part of the hillside and down into 
the valley.  Our local guide will introduce the main site and the museum, 
and the energetic can explore the lower sites at their leisure.  This afternoon 
and evening are free.  (B)            Overnight: Delphi

Thursday, September 21st - Leaving Delphi, we cross Mount Parnassos 
heading north to the plains of Larisa.  Our destination is Meteora, site of 
the second largest group of monasteries in Greece and by far the most 
spectacular - “perched” on the tops of enormous rock pillars.  We’ll visit the 
Great Meteoron, the oldest and largest of the monasteries, before repairing 
to our local hotel for dinner. (B, D)                     Overnight:Meteora

Friday, September 22nd - Continuing our journey north, we’ll pass by 
the city of Larisa, and head towards the Aegean coast.  Skirting around 
the base of Mount Olympus, we reach the village of Dion.  In the shadow 
of Olympus, Dion was a major sanctuary dedicated to Zeus, as well as 
having major temples dedicated to Demeter and Isis.  Dion was where 
Alexander assembled his army before making the great march to the east.  
The archaeological park here also contains the remains of a large Roman 
bath complex. This afternoon we continue on to Thessaloniki, Greece’s 
second-largest city.  Dinner is included this evening. (B, D)      
                             Overnight: Thessaloniki

Saturday, September 23rd - Our morning tour of the city with a local 
guide will begin at the White Tower, now the symbol of the city.  We’ll see 
the Agia Sophia, the Roman Forum and the Arch of Galerius and end with 
a visit to the Archaeological Museum.  The afternoon is free for individual 
exploration and in the evening you are also free to sample a local restaurant. 
(B)                                           Overnight: Thessaloniki

Sunday, September 24th - A day in search of Alexander the Great, takes us 
first to Pella, the city where Alexander was born. We’ll visit the archaeolog-
ical sites and the small but truly remarkable museum.  Next we continue on 
to Vergina, the first capital city of Alexander’s Kingdom (founded in the 7th 
century BCE).  Here we’ll visit the royal tomb of King Philip II, Alexander’s 
father; a site of such major historical importance that it has been designated 
as a Unesco World Heritage Site.  We return to Thessaloniki for a farewell 
dinner. (B, D)                             Overnight: Thessaloniki

Monday, September 
25th - Morning transfers 
to Thessaloniki Airport 
for returning flights to 
the U.S. via Athens. (B)     
           Overnight: Home

Key to included meals: 
B - breakfast, D - 

dinner Meteora

Tolo Bay
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Mary Hollinshead, Professor Emerita of Art History at the University of Rhode Island. received 
her Ph.D. in Classical and Near Eastern Archaeology and Greek from Bryn Mawr College and 
excavated at sites in Italy, Cyprus and Greece. She has also participated in exploring the deep sea 
bed of the south Aegean Sea. 

Her 2015 book, Shaping Ceremony: Monumental Steps and Greek Architecture focuses on the 
relationship between human behavior and Greek architecture. She has also written about uses of 
Greek temples, processes of making Roman sculpture, and Aegean wall painting. Recipient of 
several research fellowships, Mary was honored in 2012 with the Excellence in Undergraduate 
Teaching Award of the Archaeological Institute of America. She also served in various capacities, 
including President, in the Bryn Mawr Alumnae Association.
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Registration Form

Passenger Details for Agamemnon to Alexander
(0911/DBG)

Name(s): 1. 
2. 
Address: 

City:   State:    Zip:
Home Telephone: ( ) 
Work Telephone:  ( ) 
E-mail: 
Date(s) of Birth: 1.    2. 
Passport #1    Exp.Date: 
Passport #2    Exp.Date: 

Special Dietary Requirements: 

Health Information: 

Other Comments or Notes:  

Trip Details
Departure Date:  Return Date: 
Departure Airport or City: 
I would like to extend my trip to: 

Please return this form to:
Discover Europe
95 Adams Street

Keene, NH 03431

General Instructions
i). Please type or print.
ii). Make checks payable to Discover Europe Ltd.
iii). Be sure to read the Terms & Conditions and the Refund Policy
contained on the reverse before signing.
iv). Complete both sides of this form.
v). Detach the bottom section and mail it to Discover Europe with your 

deposit of $500 per person. Keep the top section for your records.

Detailed Instructions
1. Passenger Details
i). Name(s). Please make sure that your name appears on this
form exactly as it does on your passport.
ii). Address. If you have a different address, please let us have the
details, including dates that you are there, on a separate sheet.
iii). Passport Details. Having your passport details ahead of time
enables Discover Europe to speed the check-in process at hotels
and helps in the event of lost or stolen documents.
iv). Dietary Requirements. Please let us know if you require any
special meals both for the hotels and the airlines.
v). Health Information. A certain amount of walking is involved
in this trip. Check the itinerary with your physician to ensure a
safe and comfortable journey. Travelers requiring special
assistance must be accompanied by a companion.

Emergency Contact
This information is essential.

Independent Flight Arrangements.
i). If you are arranging your own flights, please provide your
complete flight information, giving the following: dates of
travel, airline(s), flight numbers, departure and arrival airports
and departure and arrival times for all flight segments that you
have booked. Transportation to and from the hotel for arrival
and departure arrangements that are separate from the group
can be made at an additional cost.
ii). If you would like help arranging and purchasing connecting
flights, please contact Discover Europe at Toll Free at 
(866) 563-7077. The fee for this service is $40 per ticket.

Rooming Requirements
Please tick the appropriate boxes. We will book non-smoking
rooms (where available) unless otherwise requested.
i). If you are sharing a room, please let us know with whom.
If you would like to share a room but do not have a roommate,
we will be happy to try and match you up but unfortunately
cannot guarantee that this will be possible. If no match is
available, the single supplement will apply.
ii). A twin room has two separate single beds in it. A double room
has one large bed.  Please let us know your preference. 



Terms & Conditions
Registration and payment waive and release Discover Europe, 
Ltd., and Bryn Mawr College, their affiliates, directors, officers, 
employees, including any person or entity employed or utilized 
by them, from all claims arising from any injury, loss, damage, 
accident, delay or expense resulting from events beyond their control, 
including, without limitation: natural disasters, war, strikes, incidents 
of politically-motivated violence, sickness or quarantine, government 
restrictions or regulations, and in the absence of its own gross 
negligence, arising from the use of any vehicle or from any act of 
omission by any bus or car rental agency, airline, taxi or tour service, 
hotel, restaurant, or other firm, agency, company or individual.

Tour Cost Adjustments
Discover Europe makes every effort to guarantee that the published 
cost of your chosen tour will not change - in fact we have not had to 
invoke this clause in the contract in 15 years of operation. However 
we do reserve the right to make adjustments in the following 
circumstances:
1.  Exchange rates. Should the value of the dollar fall against the 

currency of the countries visited on your tour by more than 10% 
in the year prior to trip departure.

2. Group size.  Your tour has been based on a group size of 15 paying 
participants.  Should we end up with less than 15 people, Discover 
Europe will work with the group organizer to determine a course 
of action which will involve either paying a surcharge to keep the 
tour as is, or making adjustments to the tour in order to keep the 
cost the same.

Refund Policy:
1. Participants who withdraw more than 90 days prior to tour 

departure will receive a refund of all monies received by Discover 
Europe, Ltd., less a $200 cancellation penalty.

2. Participants who withdraw less than 90 days and more than 60 days 
will receive a refund of all monies received by Discover Europe 
Ltd., less a $1000 cancellation penalty.

3. Participants who withdraw less than 60 days prior to the day of 
tour departure will not receive a refund unless they have purchased 
travel insurance. 

3. Comprehensive travel insurance is not included in your tour 
package. Discover Europe, Ltd., strongly advises that you purchase 
travel insurance for your upcoming trip. Upon receipt of your 

reservation, information on trip cancellation and interruption 
insurance will be sent to you by Bryn Mawr College.

4. All cancellations must be received in writing.
5. There is no provision for refund for any activities missed due to 

the participant’s absence once the tour has started.

Inclusions & Exclusions
1. All inclusions on Agamemnon to Alexander are listed here.
2. The following are not included (unless specifically mentioned in 

the itinerary): transportation to and from the participant’s home to 
their departure airport, transatlantic airfare, passport fees, excess 
baggage charges, and items of a personal nature.

Responsibility Clause:  Participation in the Bryn Mawr Alumnae 
Association (BMAA) is limited to the educational sponsorship of the 
program described in this brochure (The Program). BMAA and their 
officers, trustees, agents, licensees, and/or representatives assume no 
responsibility or liability for any act, error or omission, or for any 
injury, loss, accident, delay or irregularity that may be occasioned 
by reason of any defect in any aircraft, ship, train, bus, or other 
carrier, or through neglect or default of any subcontractor or other 
third party which may be used wholly or in part in the performance 
of their duty to the participants of The Program.  The passage ticket 
issued by the carrier is the sole contract between the participant 
and the carrier.  Nor will BMAA and/or their agents be responsible 
for loss, injury, damages or expenses to persons or property, due to 
illness, weather, strikes, local laws, hostilities, wars, terrorist acts, 
acts of nature or other such causes in connection with The Program 
or anything beyond their reasonable control.  Participants understand 
risks and responsibilities inherent in travel described in the brochure 
and participate at their own risk.  In the event it becomes necessary or 
advisable for the comfort or well-being of the participants, or for any 
reason whatsoever, to alter the itinerary at any time, without notice 
to the participants, such alterations will be made without penalty to 
BMAA.  Additional expenses if any will be borne by the participants. 
BMAA reserves the right to decline any person as a participant at 
any time or to require any participant to withdraw from The Program 
at their own expense when such an action is determined by BMAA 
to be in the best interest of the participant’s health and safety, or the 
general welfare of the other participants.


Emergency Contact Information
Name(s): 1. 
Address: 

City:   State:    Zip:
Home Telephone: ( ) 
Flight Information   
(Please check one)

Do you want Discover Europe to book your flights?   
□ Yes   □ No      □ Undecided
Flight details (if self-arranged): 

Rooming Requirements     
(Please check one)

□ I would like a single room (see itinerary for supplement) 
□ I will be sharing with: ____________________________
 We would like a     □double      □twin-bedded room              
Permissions
Discover Europe may include my e-mail address on the tour 
passenger list.      □Yes  □No
Signatures
The undersigned has read the tour itinerary and recognizes and accepts any risk inherent 
therein.  The undersigned also understands and hereby agrees for and on behalf of his/her 
dependents, heirs, executors, administrators and assigns to abide by the conditions set forth in 
the terms and conditions listed in this brochure and to release and hold harmless Bryn Mawr 
College and any of their officers, trustees, agents, licensees, or representatives, from any and all 
liability for delays, injuries, or death or for the loss of or damage to his/her property however 
occurring during any portion of, or in relation to, the tour. 

Signature:  Date: 

Signature:  Date: 


