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Barrington Community School
presents

Sicily: Cultural Crossroads of the Mediterranean

Tuesday, September 29. A private coach takes you to Boston Logan Airport for your 
overnight flight on Alitalia. Overnight: Plane

Wednesday, September 30. Connect with your onward flight to Palermo, Sicily, and 
transfer to your hotel. There will be time to unpack and relax before a brief afternoon 
walking tour that includes the nearby Vucciria marketplace. This evening you’ll enjoy a 
festive reception and dinner party to celebrate our arrival. (D) Overnight: Palermo

Thursday, October 1. A full-day excursion with a local guide introduces Palermo, a 
vibrant city whose glorious past is visible everywhere in its rich collection of monu-
ments.  A walking tour of the historic city center will include the 12th-century church, the 
Martorana, the Quattro Canti crossroad, the Pretoria Fountain, the open air food market of 
Ballarò, the unique baroque church Casa Professa and end up at the Cappella Palatina, the 

Royal Chapel. In the afternoon we visit Monreale’s outstanding 12th-century cathedral, with 6,000 square yards of 12th- and 13th-cen-
tury mosaics depicting the complete cycle of Old and New Testaments, and the Benedictine Cloisters. The evening is free to sample 
Sicilian cuisine at a local restaurant.  (B) Overnight: Palermo

Friday, October 2. Today you head east, stopping in Bagheria, a seaside village dotted with the grand villas of 18th- and 19th- cen-
tury nobles, to visit the evocative Villa Palagonia. You’ll also visit Cefalu, a pretty seaside town whose Duomo is one of the finest 
Norman cathedrals in Italy. In the afternoon, you return to Palermo where you’re free to dine at one of the city’s restaurants. (B) 
Overnight: Palermo

Saturday, October 3. A full-day excursion to Segesta to view one of the most impressive Greek temples in the world, overlooking a 
valley of wild fennel. You’ll stop to visit the remains of a Greek theater with views of the sea, then contine to the medieval hill town 
of Erice with its narrow, cobblestone streets. Lunch is included at a local restaurant, followed by a visit to Selinunte, where an array of 
Greek temple ruins overlooks the Mediterranean. You’ll check in to your hotel in Agrigento with time to relax before meeting for din-
ner. (B, L, D) Overnight: Agrigento

Sunday, October 4. Surrounded by olive trees, Agrigento’s Valley of the Temples was described by the poet Pindar as “the most 
beautiful city built by mortal men.” The temples comprise one of the most impressive classical sites in Italy. After an all-morning tour 
of the site and the Archaeological Museum with a local guide, there is time for lunch at a beachfront restaurant. In the afternoon, relax, 
enjoy the pool area, or explore the town of Agrigento. Dinner this evening is at a restaurant overlooking the Valley of the Temples, 
which are illuminated at night. (B, D) Overnight: Agrigento

Monday, October 5. Your morning visit to the charming Baroque town of Caltagirone, famous for its ceramics, allows time for shop-
ping and a relaxing cappuccino. From here, you travel to Villa Romana del Casale in Piazza Armerina for a guided visit. This excep-
tionally well-preserved example of a luxurious Roman 4th-century villa contains some of the finest mosaics of the Roman world. You 
continue on to the medieval mountaintop town of Taormina, with time to check in and relax before you gather for dinner at your hotel. 
(B, D) Overnight: Taormina
 
Tuesday, October 6. Taormina, proclaimed “the greatest work of art and nature” by Goethe, affords a spectacular view of the sea 
below and Mount Etna. After breakfast, you depart on a half-day excursion to the mountain, one of the world’s major active volcanoes 
and the largest  and highest in Europe. You have lunch before you return to Taormina, to explore the town’s famous Greek theater. The 
evening is free. (B, L) Overnight: Taormina

Wednesday, October 7. Today you travel south along the Ionian Sea to Siracusa, once rivaling Athens in splendor and power, with 
its ruins of a fine Roman Amphitheater. At Siracusa’s southern end, on the medieval island of Ortygia, you’ll visit Piazza Archimedes’ 
spectacular fountains and Piazza del Duomo, one of Italy’s most beautiful piazzas. You’re free to lunch at a lovely harborside restau-
rant before a papyrus demonstration at the Centro del Papiro. You return to Taormina for a free afternoon and evening. (B) Overnight: 
Taormina

Thursday, October 8. Traveling north to Messina, you board a hydrofoil through the 
Straits to Reggio di Calabria on the tip of Italy. Here the Museo Nationale della Magna 
Graecia reveals its treasures, including the exceptional Riace Warriors, larger-than-life, 
5th-century bronze statues found off the coast of Calabria in 1972. You’ll return to 
Taormina with time to relax before gathering for dinner at the hotel. (B, D) Overnight: 
Taormina
 
Friday, October 9. Those returning to the U.S. bid Sicily arrivederci.  On arrival at 
Boston Logan Airport your bus will be waiting to take you back to Barrington.  (B)

Agrigento - Temple of Concordia
Key to included meals: B - breakfast, L - lunch, D - dinner


